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REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1946. 


— o — o — o — o — o — 


Members  of  the  Public  Health  Committee — 

Councillor  G.  GLENTON  (Chairman  of  the  Council). 
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Councillor  J.  PHILLIPS.  Councillor  S.  THOMAS. 
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Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Committee — 

This  Committee  is  comprised  of  the  whole  Council,  together  with  the 
following  Co-opted  Members  : 

Mrs.  W.  A.  HOWELL  (Chairman).  Mrs.  I-'.  GRIFFITHS. 

Mrs.  A.  BROOKE.  Mrs.  A.  LEWIS. 

Mrs.  E.  C.  CHALKE,  J.P.  Miss  A.  ROBERTS. 

★ 

Public  Health  Staff — 

Medical  Officer  of  Health— 

BTHEL  G.  DAVIES,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.  (Lond  ),  (Part-time) 
Sanitary  Inspector — 

R.  P.  DICKS,  M.S.I.A.,  C.R.S.I.  (Whole-timei 
Health  Visitors — 

O.  E.  DOWSE,  S.R.N  , H.V.  (Whole-time). 
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SECTION  A. 


e 


Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 


Area  of  District  Acres  .... 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1921)  

(1931)  

„ ,,  ,,  end  of  1946 

(according  to  Rate  Books)  ‘ 

Rateable  Value  

Estimated  Produce  of  Penny  Rate  


3,737 

1,297 

1,530 


2,452 

£63,483 

£254/2/2 


Social  Conditions. 

The  town  of  Porthcawl  is  a seaside  resort  and  residential 
district.  There  are  no  large  industries,  and  the  chief  occupa- 
tion of  the  inhabitants  is  the  keeping  of  hotels  and  boarding- 
houses, and  maintenance  of  the  necessary  social  services.  A 
small  number  of  men  are  employed  at  coal  mines  and  limestone 
quarries  situated  in  the  adjacent  areas. 


Vital  Statistics  of  whole  District  during  1946  and  previous 
Y ears. 


Net  Deaths  belonging  to  District 


Year  Net  Births.  Under  1 year.  At  all  ages 

No.  Rate  per  No.  Rate  per  No.  Rate  per 
1,000  1,000.  1,000 


1931 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

67 

85 

75 

74 

78 

106 

108 

135 

146 
157 

147 
137 

10.78 

13.21 

11.39 

11.06 

11.50 

15.08 

11.60 

13.20 

15.60 

17.60 

17.20 
16.2 

1 

3 

3 

3 

3 

3 

6 

6 

5 

9 

7 

5 

15.00 

35.00 

40.00 

40.00 

38.00 
28.30 

53.00 

44.00 

34.00 

57.00 
48  00 

37.00 

70 
84 
97 
74 
86 
92 
114 
138 
121 
109 
1 123 
125 

11.27 

13.06 
14.81 

11.06 
12.72 
12.17 
12.20 
13.50 
12.90 
12.20 
14.4 
14.8 

1946 

| 146 

i 

17.03  | 2 

1 

0.24 

113 

13.2 

4 


% 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year  1946. 

(After  correction  for  inward  and  Outward  Transfers). 


M 


Live  Births,  Legitimate  67 

Live  Births,  Illegitimate  6 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
resident  population  17.03 

Still  Births  2 

Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  stiil 
births)  17.8 

Deaths  60 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
resident  population  13.2 


F Total 

67  134 

6 12 


4 6 


53  113 


Deaths  and  Death-Rates  from  Puerperal  Causes. 


Rate  per  1,000  Live 
Deaths.  and  Still  Births 

Puerperal  Sepsis  0 0.00 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  0 0.00 

Total  0 0.00 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  One  Year  of  age. 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  0.24 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 0.24 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  0.00 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  18 

Deaths  form  Measles  (all  ages)  jg-jj 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  NR 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  Nil 
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Causes  of  Death. 


o 


Causes  of  Death.  M.  F 

All  Causes  60  53 


1 Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers  

2 Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  

3 Scarlet  Fever  

4 Whooping  Cough  

5 Diphtheria  

0 Tuberculosis  of  the  Respiratory  System  

7 Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  

8 Syphilitic  Diseases  •. 

9 Influenza  

10  Measles  

11  Ac.  Polio-Mycl.  and  Polio-enceph 

12  Ac.  Inf.  Enceph.  

13  Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  

14  Cancer  of  Buc.  Cav.  & Oesoph  (M)  and 

Uterus  (F)  

15  Cancer  of  Breast  

16  Cancer  of  all  other  sites  

17  Diabetes  

18  Intra-Cranial  Vascular  Uesions  

19  Heart  Disease  

20  Other  Dis.  of  Circ.  System  

21  Bronchitis  

22  Pneumonia  

23  Other  Resp.  Dis.  

24  Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  

25  Diarrhoea,  under  2 years  

26  Appendicitis  

27  Other  Digestive  Diseases  ; 

28  Nephritis  

29  Puer.  and  Post  Abort.  Sepsis  

30  Other  Maternal  Causes  

31  Premature  Birth  

32  Con.  Mai.  Birth  Inj.  Infant  Dis.  

33  Suicide  

34  Road  Traffic  Accidents  

35  Other  Violent  Causes  

36  All  other  Causes  


2 


4 

1 

4 
7 

18 

1 

5 
2 

1 


3 

4 


1 

7 


2 

1 

1 


1 

1 

1 

6 

1 

4 

15 

3 

3- 

2 

1 


4 


7 
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SECTION  B. 


% 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  AREA. 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

All  Bacteriological  and  Chemical  Work  is  carried  out  by 
an  arrangement  with  the  Cardiff  and  County  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  Cardiff.  The  following  figures  show  the 
number  and  nature  of  specimens  examined  during  1946: — 


Water  (Bacteriologically)  9 

Water  (Chemically)  1 

Non-Designated  Milk  18 

Designated  Milk  10 

Swabs — Diphtheria  12 

Enteric  Group  7 

V.D.  4 

T.B.  Sputum  7 


Ambulance  Facilities. 

For  infectious  cases  the  two  motor  ambulances  of  the 
Cefn  Hirgoed  Hospital  are  available. 

For  Non-Infectious  cases  and  accidents,  one  motor 
ambulance  is  available : the  vehicle  is  maintained  by  the 
Council. 

In  both  instances  the  service  has  been  satisfactory. 

Nursing  in  the  Home. 

No  provision  is  made  by  the  Local  Authority.  Require- 
ments have  to  be  met  by  Nurses  in  Private  practice  and  from 
the  Nursing  Centres. 

CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

Infant  Welfare  Clinic. 

This  Clinic  continues  to  be  held  weekly,  the  average 
attendance  for  the  year  now  being  increased  to  55.  I am 
pleased  to  report  that  at  last  a new  scale  for  weighing  babies 
has  been  supplied  to  the  Clinic. 
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Ante-Naial  Clinic. 


<■ 


This  Clinic  is  still  being  held  weekly  with  an  average 
attendance  of  25  per  session. 

On  18/11/46,  blood  tests  on  expectant  mothers  were  com- 
menced, and  tests  for  Rh.  Factor  and  Wr.  were  made  at  the 
Blood  Transfusion  Laboratories  and  the  Institute  of  Preventive 
Medicine,  respectively. 

In  October,  1946,  Dr.  A.  R.  Culley,  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  informed  me  that  owing  to  lack  of  staff  at  the  County 
Hospital  only  two  maternity  cases  per  month  could  be  admitted 
from  this  area.  This  number  is  exclusive  of  emergency  cases. 

Sale  of  Baby  Food,  etc. 

Up  until  31/12/46.  As  reported  in  1945,  numerous 
brands  of  Baby  Foods  are  being  sold  at  the  Clinics.  In  June, 
1946,  Orange  Juice,  Cod  Liver  Oil  and  Vitamin  Tablets  were 
included  on  the  list. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria  Clinic. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  Sessions  are  still  held  monthly  at 
the  Public  Health  Depratment. 

As  previously  reported  the  present  premises  are  more  suit- 
able for  Clinic  work  lhan  previous  ones,  but  it  is  most  essential 
that  new  premises  be  secured  in  order  that  such  important  and 
progressive  work  is  carried  out  efficiently. 


Tuberculosis  Dispensary. 

The  nearest  dispensary  serving  this  area  is  the  Old  Cottage 
Hospital,  Bridgend. 

Venereal  Diseases. 

The  Clinics  are  under  the  supervision  of  the  County 
Public  Authority,  and  the  nearest  treatment  centre  is  situated 
in  Port  Talbot. 

Hospitals  Available. 

For  Smallpox,  the  Hospital  near  Cefn  Hirgoed  in  the 
Penybont  Area. 

P'or  general  Fever  cases  the  Isolation  Hospital  near 
Bridgend. 
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For  Tuberculosis  the  Sanatoria  and  Tuberculosis 
Hospitals  of  the  W.M.N.A.  and  G.C.C. 

For  Maternity,  by  arrangement  with  the  Glamorgan 
Public  Assistance  Committee,  cases  are  admitted  to  the 
Maternity  Ward  of  the  Bridgend  Infirmary. 

For  Children,  none. 

General,  Cardiff  and  Bridgend. 

For  Orthopaedics,  Prince  of  Wales  Hospital,  Cardiff. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

One  case  was  notified  during  1946. 


Maternal  Mortality. 

Actual  Deaths — Porthcawl : — 

(a)  From  Sepsis  Nil 

(b)  From  other  causes  Nil 

Total  Nil 


LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE. 

List  of  Adoptive  Acts,  Bye-laws  and  Regulations  relating 
to  the  Public  Health,  in  force  in  the  District. 

Adoptive  Acts. 

Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892. 

Porthcawl  Urban  District  Council  Act,  1914. 

Bye-laws  and  Regulations  in  regard  to — 

New  Streets  and  Buildings. 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. 

Pleasure  Boats  and  Vesse's. 

Delegated  Powers. 

Rats  and  Mice  Destruction  Act,  1919. 

Cinematograph  Act,  1909. 

Shops  Act,  1912-1926. 
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SECTION  C. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

1.— WATER. 

(i)  No  new  sources  of  supply  are  in  operation. 

(a)  Ten  samples  have  been  analysed,  and  all  were 
satisfactory. 

(b)  Figures  kindly  furnished  by  the  Water  Engineer 
show  that,  based  on  an  average  for  Summer 
months,  the  consumption  is  about  40  gallons  per 
head  per  day  for  population  of  30,000.  The  aver- 
age standard  for  an  ample  but  not  excessive 
Urban  supply  for  this  country  is  considered  to 
be  35  gallons  per  head  per  day. 

(ii)  The  main  source  of  supply  is  an  impounding  reservoir, 
1 % million  gallons  capacity,  situated  in  the  Margam 
Hills.  The  water  from  this  source  is  of  good  quality 
and  has  a hardness  of  2 to  3 degrees. 

Supplementary  supplies  are  derived  from  a bore- 
hole at  Fynnon  Fawr,  within  the  Urban  District;  the 
water  is  of  a very  hard  nature  with  a high  Chlorine 
content.  Neither  the  moorland  nor  the  lowland 
supplies  have  Plumbo — solvent  action — lead  has  not 
been  detected  in  the  chemical  analysis. 

(iii)  In  1945  the  Council  completed  the  acquisition  of  479 
acres  of  land,  including  two  farmsteads,  at  Graig-yr- 
Aber.  This  step  was  taken  to  guard  against  con- 
tamination of  the  main  water  course  which  feeds  the 
impounding  reservoir. 

(iv)  All  water  supplied  to  the  Town  is  filtered  and 
chlorinated  at  the  Ty-Coch  service  reservoir. 
Mechanical  filtration,  comprising  of  six  pressure 
filters,  can  deal  with  720,000  gallons  of  water  per  day. 
Chlorination  is  carried  out  after  filtration. 


► 

(v)  The  mains' of  the  Porthcawl  Council’s  water  works  are 
generally  available  throughout  the  District,  and  piped 
supplies  are  laid  on  to  over  2,400  premises  with  an 
estimated  population  of  10,000, — increasing  to  a resi- 
dent population  of  80,000  during  the  peak  period  of 
the  holiday  season. 

2. — DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

(i)  There  are  no  extensions  to  record.  Complaints  of 
flooding  in  a certain  area  are  already  known,  and  the 
remedy  awaits  post-war  attention. 

(ii)  Cesspools. 

The  number  of  cesspools  in  use  is  43.  In  addition 
to  the  cesspools  there  are  three  septic  tanks  receiving- 
drainage  matters  from  public  conveniences,  a camping 
site  and  a farmstead. 

The  cleansing  of  cesspools  is  carried  out  with  a 
modern  mechanical  cleansing  vehicle  which  reduces 
to  a minimum  the  nuisance  which  arises  from  this 
work . 

(iii)  Public  Conveniences. 

The  following  conveniences  are  maintained  by  the 
Council: — 

WEST  WARD. — John  Street  (Males  and  Females). 

The  Esplanade  (Males  & Females). 

Lock’s  Common  (Males  & Females) 

Nottage  Village  (Males). 

EAST  WARD. — GriflBn  Park  (Males  and  Females). 

Mackworth  Road  (Males). 

Newton  Village  (Males). 

The  provision  of  additional  public  conveniences  is 
necessary.  The  Council  have  considered  this  matter 
and  schemes  for  providing  additional  accommodation 
are  included  in  a “Five  Vear  Programme.” 

3. — STREAM  POLLUTION. 

There  is  nothing  to  report. 
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4.— REFUSE  COLLECTION,  DISPOSAL  AND  SALVAGE. 

(i)  The  services  in  connection  with  house  and  trade  refuse 
collections  and  disposals,  street  cleansing,  and  public 
conveniences  are  carried  out  by  the  Council’s  own 
staff  under  the  control  of  Mr.  A.  C.  Rees,  Engineer 
and  Surveyor. 

(ii)  Collection. 

Two  motor  cleansing  vehicles  are  used  for  the 
collection  and  transport  of  refuse.  An  additional, 
general  purposes  lorry,  is  used  in  connection  with 
salvage  and  pig  swill.  Weekly  collections  are  made 
in  the  residential  parts  of  the  District,  and  business 
premises  and  hotels  twice  weekly. 

(iii)  Refuse. 

The  number  of  loads  collected  was  1,720,  approxi- 
mating 3,440  tons,  during  the  year. 

(iv)  Disposal. 

The  refuse  is  disposed  of,  in  the  dunes  of  the  East 
Ward  by  controlled  tipping.  The  covering  material  is 
obtained  from  sand  hills  on  the  site. 

There  has  been  no  further  complaint  of  fly  nuisance. 
Transitory  objectionable  odours  come  from  nearly  all 
tips  which  cause  complaint  on  occasion  from  those 
living  to  leeward  of  the  wind  over  the  Tip. 

The  method  of  “controlled  tipping”  is  well  observed 
and  the  site  is  free  from  rat  infestations. 

(v)  Bins. 

The  position  with  regard  to  ashpit  accommodation 
shows  but  a slight  increase  in  the  number  of  sanitary 
dustbins  in  use.  In  the  majority  of  premises  mis- 
cellaneous receptacles  are  used  to  deposit  house  refuse 
for  collection  by  the  cleansing  vehicles. 

(vi)  Salvage. 

Hereunder  details  of  salvage  collected,  and  the  in- 
come recovered  during  1946: — 


Material. 

Quantity. 

Amount  Recovered 

T.  C.  Q. 

£ s.  d. 

Paper  

47  3 2 

312  10  0 

Rags  

3 10  2 

16  7 0 

Swill  

3 13  2 

5 10  6 

Bones  

0 17  2 

4 10  0 

Iron  

2 13  2 

4 0 3 

Bottles 

288  Gross 

34  7 0 

12 


£377  4 9 


I 

5.— SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

(i)  The  number  and  nature  of  inspections  made  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  were: — 

General  Sanitation. 

Water  Supply  51 

Drainage  ^79 

Stables  and  Piggeries  5 

Fried  Fish  Shops  15 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  160 

Factories  91 

Workplaces  — 

Bakehouses  42 

Public  Conveniences  25 

Theatres  and  Places  of  Entertainment  5 

Refuse  Collection  67 

Refuse  Disposal  22 

Rats  and  Mice  98 

Smoke  Observations  2 

Schools  15 

Shops  227 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  Visits  43 

Housing. 

UNDER  THE  PUREIC  HEARTH  ACTS. 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  134 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses  145 

UNDER  THE  HOUSING  ACTS. 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  10 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses  15 

OVERCROWDING . 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  550 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses  650 

VERMINOUS  PREMISES. 

Number  of  Houses  inspected  10 

Visits  paid  to  above  houses  21 

Miscellaneous  Housing  visits  40 

Infectious  Diseases. 

Inquiries  in  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases 23 

Visits  re  disinfection  23 

Miscellaneous  Infectious  Disease  Visits  7 
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Meat  and  Food  Inspection. 

Visits  to: — 

Slaughterhouses  (Pig  killing) 

Meat  Shops  

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  

Grocers  

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers  

Cowsheds  

Dairies  and  Milkshops  

Food  Preparing  Premises  

Restaurants  

VISITS  IN  CONNECTION  WITH  SAMPLING— 

Milk — Bacteriological  

Milk — Tubercle  Bacilli  

Milk — Standard  Routine  Test  

Water  Supplies — Chemical  

Water  Supplies — Bacteriological  


31 

127 

44 

36 

21 

142 

179 

29 

14 


28 

12 

141 

1 

9 


* 


Factories. 


There  are  46  P'actories  (Mechanical  and  Non-Mechanical) 


in  the  District,  as  follows  : — 

Engineering  Works  (Motor  Repairs,  etc.) 

Bakehouses  

Dressmakers  

Wheelwrights  

Shoemakers  

Blacksmiths  

Plumbers  •_ 

Timber  Merchants  and  Joiners  

Sewage  Pumping  Stations  

Builders’  Workshops  

Gas  Works  

Cycle  Repair  Shops  

Quarries  

Monumental  Works  

Upholsterers  

Sand  and  Gravel  Works  •• 


9 

6 

1 

1 

6 

1 

2 

4 
2 

5 
1 
2 
2 
1 
1 
2 


ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  SHOPS  ACTS. 

No.  of  shop  premises  on  the  register  

Visits  paid  to  shops  during  the  year  

No.  of  persons  employed  

Adults — Males  

Females  

Young  Persons — Males  

Females 


214 

227 
452 
154 

228 
23 
47 
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The  following  improvements  were  carried  out  at  shops  in 
the  Area: — 

1.  — New  water  closet  provided. 

2.  — Wash-hand  basins  provided. 

3.  — Drains  repaired  and  improved  water  supply. 

ERADICATION  OF  INSECT  PESTS. 

Bed  Bugs. 

Ten  houses  were  found  to  be  infested  with  bed  bugs. 

The  work  of  disinfestation  was  carried  out  by  the  Public 
Health  Department,  and  any  costs  incurred  were  recovered  from 
the  householders. 

Other  Pests. 

Four  premises  were  treated  for  the  destruction  of  other 
forms  of  insect  pests  (cockroaches,  steam  flies) . 

The  methods  employed  include  spraying  with  insecticides 
(containing  D.D.T.)  which  simplifies  the  work  of  disinfestation, 
causes  less  inconvenience  to  householders  and  reduces  the  cost. 

RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ACT  1919,  AND  THE 
INFESTATION  ORDER  1943. 

In  addition  to  the  normal  routine  work  of  Rat  destruction, 
two  special  maintenance  treatments,  for  destroying  rats  in 
sewers,  were  carried  out  during  1946. 

Total  number  of  manholes  in  foul  and  con- 
nected systems  497 

No.  of  manholes  baited  for  each  treatment 
was  approximately  320 

Bait  base  and  poison  used: — 

Treatment  No.  1. — Sausage  Rusk  and  Zinc  Phosphide. 
Treatment  No.  2. — Bread  Mash  and  Arsenious  Oxide. 


Number  of  rats  killed: — 

Treatment  No.  1 848 

Treatment  No.  2 390 


DISINFECTION. 

Thirty  rooms,  on  twenty-two  premises  were  disinfected 
after  cases  of  Notifiable  Disease  and  other  causes. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  the  following  articles  were 
treated  in  the  ‘Bacterol’  Machine,  at  your  Disinfecting  Station, 
New  Road. 
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Beds  - * 9 

Mattresses  19 

Bed  Covers  4 

Blankets  116 

Quilts  3 

Rugs  6 

Sheets  32 

Eiderdowns  7 

Bolsters  19 

Clothing  and  other  articles  171 

Pillows  and  Cushions  93 


SCHOOLS  IN  THE  PORTHCAWL  AREA. 

Fifteen  visits  were  made  to  Schools  during  the  year. 


Generally  speaking,  the  hygienic  conditions  in  the 
Council  Schools  are  satisfactory. 


Schools. 

Accommo- 

dation. 

On 

Register. 

Sanitary 

Conveniences 

I’orthcawl  Newton  Council 
School  Senior  Dept.) 

298  ... 

206  

..  12  Wash-down  W.C’ts., 
..  1 urinal  and  6 wash- 
..  hand  basins. 

Porthcawl  Newton  Council 
School  (Infants’  Dept.). 

138  ... 

106  

...  7 Wash-down  W.C’s,, 
...  1 urinal  and  6 wash- 
...  hand  basins. 

Porthcawl  Nottage 
Council  School  

217  ... 

182  

...  8 Wash-down  W.C’s., 
...  2 urinals  and  7 wash- 
...  hand  basins. 

Porthcawl  Secondary 
School  

480  ... 

322  .... 

. 19  W.C’s.,  11  urinals, 

22  wash-hand  basins 
...  and  9 baths. 

The  schools  in  the  area  are  under  the  control  of  the 
Glamorgan  Comity  Council  who  provide  for  the  medical  inspec- 
tion of  the  scholars. 

The  sanitarv  conveniences,  etc.,  are  inspected  periodi- 
cally and  any  defects  found  are  reported  to  the  Education 
Authority  for  attention.  In  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases,  the 
co-operation  of  the  Headmasters  is  appreciated,  and  steps  are 
taken  to  exclude  from  school  all  scholars  and  any  articles  which 
have  been  in  contact  with  the  patient. 

All  milk  supplied  to  the  scholars  attending  these  schoo  s 
is  “Pasteurised”,  and  periodical  samples  collected  from  this 
supply  are  submitted  to  the  County  Analyst  for  Bactenologica 

Examination. 
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SECTION  D. 
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HOUSING. 

Generally  speaking  the  housing  conditions  are  good. 
The  problem  of  slum  clearance  does  not  present  itself,  and 
there  is  an  entire  absence  of  back  to  back  houses  and  congest 
ed  courts ; the  work  of  inspection  is  required  mainly  to  main- 
tain reasonable  conditions  of  repair. 

A few  isolated  cottages  are  earmarked  for  attention  when 
the  present  acute  shortage  of  housing  accommodation  has 
been  overcome.  Their  general  condition  makes  it  impractic 
able  to  proceed  by  way  of  repair  and  they  should  be  de- 
molished and  reconstructed. 

Thei  following  table  indicates  the  progress  of  house  erec- 
tion in  the  Urban  Area  from  1893  to  1946 

From  1893  to  1900  55  houses  were  completed  and  occupied. 

„ 1900  to  1905  96 

„ 1905  to  1910  492 

„ 1910  to  1915  249 

„ 1915  to  1920  98 

„ 1920  to  1925  223 

„ 1925  to  1930  137 

„ 1930  to  1935  275 

„ 1935  to  1940  337 

„ 1940  to  1945  Nil 

„ 1945  to  1946  14 

HOUSING  STATISTICS. 

Unhealthy  Areas  

Number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Uocal  Authority 

(1)  Under  the  Housing  Acts  

(2)  Other  Powers  

Number  of  houses  erected  during  the  Year — 

(a)  Total  

(1)  By  Uocal  Authority  

(2)  By  Other  Bodies  and  Persons  

(b)  With  State  Assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts. 


(1)  By  Local  Authority  Nil 

(2)  By  Other  Bodies  or  Persons  - Nil 

N.B.  Partly  completed  by  Local  Authority  72 


Nil 


Nil 

Nil 


14 

Nil 

14 
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1. — Inspection  of  Dwelling  Houses  during  the  Year. 


(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 

or  Housing  Acts)  144 

(b)  Number  of  Inpsections  made  for  the  purpose  160 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 

the  Sub-Head  (la)  above)  which  were  in- 
spected and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
Acts  10 

(3)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in 

a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 
as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  Nil 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  91 


2. — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  Service 
of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  66 


3. — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 
to  be  remedied  

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  after  the  service  of 
Formal  Notice. 

(a)  By  Owners  

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  Owners 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  


Nil 


25 


24 

1 


Nil 

Nil 
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(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 
room  having  been  rendered  fit  


4.— Housing  Act,  1936.  Part  4— Overcrowding. 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  overcrowded  at 

the  end  of  the  Year  

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  

(b)  (1)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  re- 

ported during  the  Year  

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  Year  - 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling 

houses  have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the 
Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the  abate- 
ment of  overcrowding  

(e)  Any  other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowd- 

ing conditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  may  consider  it  desirable  to  report  

SUMMARY  AND  OBSERVATION. 

It  is  not  possible  to  give  accurate  figures  under  Section 
4 of  this  table,  because  from  information  received  at  inter- 
views of  the  applicants  for  Council  Houses  it  appears  that 
Ihe  number  in  houses  they  are  occupying  is  far  more  than 
the  permitted  number ; but  under  the  existing  conditions, 
until  large  numbers  of  houses  are  built  by  the  Council,  or 
by  private  enterprise,  the  problem  will  not  be  solved. 
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One  hundred  and  forty-four  houses  were  inspected  during 
the  Year  (134  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  and  10  under  the 
Housing  Acts) 


Notices  served  to  remedy  defects  were  as  follows : — 

Verbal.  Intimation.  Statutory.  Total 

Housing  Act  Nil  10  Nil  10 

Public  Plealth  Act  13  43  25  81 

13  53  25  91 


in  spite  of  difficulties  with  obtaining  labour  and  permits 
for  materials  it  was  only  found  necessary  to  serve  twenty- 
five  Statutory  Notices. 

There  is  not  the  slightest  doubt  that,  owing  to  the 
abnormal  conditions  existing  regarding  housing  accommoda- 
tion, overcrowding  does  exist  in  many  houses,  but  it  will  be 
appreciated  that  little  or  no  action  can  be  taken  under  the 
circumstances. 

In  the  Spring,  of  this  year,  work  commenced  on  the 
Council's  Housing  Scheme  at  the  Wilderness  Site;  as  a first 
instalment  it  is  intended  to  erect : — 

116  Three  bedroomed  houses. 

7 Blocks  of  Flats  (4  for  each  Block). 

2 Blocks  (each  of  six  dwellings)  for  aged  persons. 

Mr.  R.  P.  Dicks  reports: — 

As  the  responsible  Officer  in  dealing  with  applications 
for  housing  accommodation,  it  is  by  no  means  an  enviable 
task  to  interview  daily  numerous  applicants,  and  to  hear  of 
the  difficulties  they  are  experiencing  owing  to  the  conditions 
under  which  they  are  living,  and,  in  practically  every  case, 
trying  to  bring  up  a family 

One’s  task  is  made  all  the  more  difficult  when  it  is 
• realised  that  little  can  be  done  for  them  until  the  new  Council 
Houses  are  ready  for  occupation. 
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At  the  present  time  many  houses  are  occupied  by  two 
and  three  families,  and  a number  with  even  four  families, 
each  sharing  the  kitchen.  As  is  only  natural  under  such 
circumstances,  differences  occur  from  time  to  time  which 
require  the  patience  of  Job  and  I'lie  YVidsom  of  Solomon  to 
settle. 

The  number  of  applicants  for  Council  Houses  increases 
every  day.  The  majority,  of  course,  have  the  requisite  period 
of  residence  (eight  years  in  the  town)  but  some  optimistic 
applicants  have  only  a few  months’  residence,  and  others, 
still  more  optimistic,  do  not  reside  in  Porthcawl. 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS. 

During  the  Summer  months  ten  sites  were  occupied  by 
holiday  campers  in  tents  and  motor  trailers.  One  hundred 
and  sixty  visits  were  paid  to  camping  sites  in  1946. 

The  particulars  set  out  hereunder  relate  to  conditions 
prevailing  at  the,  peak  period  for  camping,  viz : — August 
(Bank  Holiday)  Week. 

Ordinary  Organised 

Camps  Camps 

Aggregate  No.  of  structures 

occupied  1018  350 

(approximately) 

Aggregate  No.  of  occupants 
(estimated  at  6 persons 

per  structure  6108  ...  2275 

(Actual) 

Total  Camping  Population.  Total  No.  of  Occupied  Structures. 


Year  1946 

....  8,383 

1946  

1,368 

For  Comparison- 
1945  

..  10,936 

1945  

1,706 

1944  

..  2,485 

1944  

497 

GENERAL  REMARKS. 

It  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  report  a substantial  improve- 
ment on  the  camping  sites  as  compared  with  the  conditions 
prevailing  in  some  areas  during  last  year.  The  proprietors 
have  made  genuine  efforts  to  prevent  serious  nuisance,  and 
to  comply  with  the  recognised  standard  and  Regulations, 
at  present  in  force  in  the  district. 

Despite  the  foregoing,  our  present  standard  is  not  good 
enough  for  reasons  of  Public  Health  and  especially  so  when 
consideration  is  given  to  the  numbers  of  people  occupying 
the  same  sites,  yeai  after  year. 
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The  occupants  of  moveable  dwellings  are  “here  today 
and  gone  tomorrow.”  Even  if  they  leave  their  moveable 
dwellings  behind  them  until  next  year,  they  are  gone  Not 
always  gone  without  trace;  for  “the  evil  that  men  do  lives 
after  them,”  and  one  sometimes  wish  they  could  be  recalled 
to  clean  up  the  mess  they  have  left  behind  them  or  to  repair 
the  damage  they  have  done. 

It  is  unfortunate  that  what  may  be  harmless  when 
practised  by  a careful  few  may  become  a serious  menace  to 
health,  amenity  and  property'  when  conducted  by  the  many. 

Holiday  camping,  properly  conducted,  far  from  being  a 
wholesale  menace,  may  be  interpreted  in  terms  of  health 
and  happiness  as  a first  class  national  asset. 

Holiday  camps  should  be  encouraged,  especially  in  these 
days  when  it  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  find  accommodation 
at  hotels  and  boarding  houses,  but  they  should  be  run  by  Local 
Authorities,  who  would  see  that  there  are  amnle  water 
supplies,  and  proper  sanitation,  and  with  power  to  eject  those 
people  who  do  not  observe  the  rules  of  good  conduct. 

SECTION  E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

(a)  Milk  Supply. 

Three  hundred  and  twenty-one  visits  have  been  paid  to 
Dairies,  Milkshops  and  Cowsheds. 

Number  of  Cowkeepers  or  Dairymen  on  Register  at 


end  of  Year  38 

Number  of  Dairy  Farms  in  the  Urban  Area  18 

Number  of  Retail  Purveyors: — 

(a)  Resident  12 

(b)  Non  Resident  4 

Number  of  Dairy  Milkshops  4 

Two  Farms  produce  Graded  Milk  : — 

Tuberculin  Tested  1 

Accredited  1 


Three  Retail  Purveyors  hold  licences  for  the  sale  of 
Designated  Milk : — 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  1 

Accredited  j 

Pasteurised  (Supplementary  Licence)  1 

Cleanliness  and  Bacteriological.  Examination. 

Twenty-eight  samples  were  submitted  to  the  County 

Bacteriologist ; 23  were  satisfactory,  4 were  of  moderate 
purity  and  1 was  unsatisfactory. 
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Tuberculin  . 

Tested  Accredited  Pasteurised  Ungraded 
Milk  (6)  Milk  (2)  Milk  (2) Mltfc  (18) 


Passed  Failed  Passed  Failed  Passed  Tailed  Passed  Failed 


Methlene 
Blue  Test 

1 

6 

2 

2 

— 

17 

1 

B.  Coli 
Test 

6 

— 

1 

1 

2 

- 

15 

3 

In  addition,  and  not  included  in  the  above,  12  samples 
were  examined  for  the  presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli,  these 
were  collected  from  Farms  within  the  Urban  District.  All 
the  Samples  were  negative. 

NATIONAL  MILK  TESTING  AND  ADVISORY  SCHEME. 
Standard  Routine  Test — Keeping  Quality  of  Milk. 

One  hundred  and  forty-one  samples  were  collected  from 
the  supplies  of  local  Produce  Retailers  of  Milk  and  submitted 
for  Test  at  Area  Laboratories,  Swansea;  results  recorded  are 


shown  in 

the  following:-- 

Categories. 

No.  of  Samples. 

Remarks. 

A. 

114 

Good  keeping  quality. 

B. 

13 

Doubtful  keeping  quality 

C. 

14 

Unsatisfactory. 

(b)  Meat  and  Other  Foods. 

Number  of  Slaughterhouses  1 

Visits  in  connection  with  slaughtering  31 

Number  of  Meat  Shops  10 

Visits  to  Meat  Shops  127 

Regular  slaughtering  and  dressing  of  carcases  at  the 
local  slaughterhouses  was  suspended  in  1940,  and  central- 
ised at  the  Port  Talbot  and  Bridgend  Abbatoirs.  44  Bacon 
Pigs  were  slaughtered,  in  this  area,  during  the  year;  all  the 
carcases  and  offals  were  examined.  With  one  exception, 
when  localised  Tubercular  lesions  Avere  found,  the  meat  Avas 
fit  for  human  consumption. 

OTHER  FOOD  PREMISES. 

One  hundred  and  forty-four  visits  have  been  paid  to 
other  premises  (bakehouses,  cafes,  fishmongers  ice-cream 
premises)  Avhere  food  intended  for  human  consumption  is 
prepared,  stored  or  sold. 

Food  diseased,  unsound  or  unwholesome, 

The  following  foodstuffs  have  been  rejected  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption  : — 

1 Pigs  Head  (Localised  Tuberculosis) 

40  lbs  Imported  Beef. 
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51  Lambs  Heads. 

6 Calfs  Pleads. 

49  Sheeps  Heads. 

6 Lambs  Frys. 

6 Calfs  Frys. 

24  lbs  Sweetbreads. 

1 Set  of  Ox  Offal. 

12  lbs.  Sausages. 

122  lbs.  Various  Canned  Meats 
28  Stones  of  Wet  Fish. 

16  Stones  of  Cured  Fish. 

1 Case  (24  dozen  Shell  Eggs) 

76  lbs.  Potatoes. 

39  lbs.  Prunes. 

10  lbs.  Raisins. 

214  lbs.  Butter. 

12  lbs.  of  Cheese. 

19  lbs.  of  Sweets. 

7 lbs  of  Jam. 

74  Gallons  of  New  Milk. 

14  Gallons  of  Ice-Cream. 

215  Tins  of  Milk. 

38  Tins  of  Salmon. 

17  Tins  other  Fish. 

91  Tins  Various  Canned  Goods. 

THE  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

The  sampling  of  foods  and  drugs,  under  the  provisions  of 
this  Act,  is  undertaken  by  the  Police  under  the  direction  of 
the  County  Council. 

Police  Supt.  R.  F.  Lyons  has  kindly  supplied  the  follow- 
ing particulars  of  samples  taken  in  this  district  during  the 

''^’"Foods  Sampled  Number  of  Samples  taken. 

Plum  Jam  1 

Sweet  Pudding  

Golden  Raising  Powder  j 

Creamola  1 

Semolina  , 

Beef  Suet  ! 

Unfrozen  Ice-Cream  

Frozen  Ice-Cream  ^ 

New  Milk  

Total  

Upon  analysis,  all  samples  were  found  to  be  genuine. 
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SECTION  F. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Diphtheria. 

One  case  was  notified  on  26/12/46,  a nun,  aged  26  years,  at 
St.  Clare’s  Convent,  Newton,  nursed  at  Bridgend  Isolation 
Hospital.  A week  later  another  nun  was  removed  to  the  Isola- 
tion Hospital  as  she  was  suffering  from  the  disease.  As  a result 
of  nasal  and  throat  swabs  being  taken  from  the  resident  staff, 
the  carrier,  another  nun,  was  discovered  two  days  later,  and  she 
was  immediately  removed  to  Isolation  Hospital. 

ARTIFICIAL  IM  MUNI  SAT  I ON . 

This  is  still  being  carried  out  at  monthly  sessions,  when  222 
children  were  completely  immunised. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

There  were  9 cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  notified,  8 of  whom 
were  removed  to  hospital;  the  other  case  was  isolated  at  home. 
There  were  no  fatal  cases 


Pneumonia. 

There  were  no  cases  notified  during  the  year. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

One  case  was  notified,  removed  to  Isolation  Hospital,  and 
recovered. 


Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis. 

There  were  no  cases  notified  during  the  year. 


Measles  and  Whooping  Cough. 

There  were  3 cases  of  Measles  and  6 cases  of  Whooping- 
Cough.  There  were  no  fatal  cases. 
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Tuberculosis, 


Notifications  and  Deaths  from  Tuberculosis. 


New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Age 

Periods 

Pul- 
monary 
M.  F. 

Non-Pul- 
monary 
M.  F. 

Totals 
M.  F. 

Pul- 
monary 
M.  F. 

Non-Pul- 
monary 
M.  F. 

Totals 
M.  F. 

0—1 

1 — 5 

— 

— 

1 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

T1 

— 

5—10 

I 

— 

1 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10—15 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

* 

— 

— 

— 

15—30 

— 

1 

— 

- 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20—25 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25—35 

1 

1 

1 

— 

2 

1 

_ 

— 

— 

35-45 

1 

i 

45 — 65 

3 

— 

— 

3 

_ 

1 

— 

— 

— 

l 

— 

65  & up 

— 

1 

“ 

— 

1 

— 

!;i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

7 

4 

4 

, 

1 

11 

I 

5 

1 

1 

1 

i_. 

' 

I i I. 

l 
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Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  Notified  during  the  Year,  1946. 
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Organ  or  Part  Affected 


m 
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Birth-rates,  Civilian  Death-rates,  Analysis  of 
Maternal  Mortality  and  Case  rates  for  certain 
Diseases  in  the  Year  1946. 


Mortality, 

Infectious 


England 

and 

Wales 

126  C.BJs. 
& Great 
Towns 
including 
London 

148  Smaller 
Towns  Re- 
sident Pop. 
25,000- 
50,000  at 
1931  Cens’s 

London 
A dm. 
County 

*Rates  per  1,000  Civilian  Population 

: — 

Live  Births  

1 19-1 

22  2 

21.3 

21 .5 

Still  Births  

t 0.53 

0.67 

0.59 

0.54 

Deaths — 

All  Causes  

f 11.5 

12.7 

11.7 

12.7 

Typhoid  & Paratvphoid 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Scarlet  Fever  

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough 

0.02 

0.02 

0.02 

0.02 

Diphtheria  

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Influenza  

0.15 

0.13 

0.14 

0.12 

Smallpox  

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

Measles  

0.00 

1 

0.01 

\ 

0.00 

0.01 

1 

Rates  per  1,000 

Live  Births 

1 

Deaths  under  1 vr  of  age 

+43 

46 

37 

41 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea 

I 

and  Enteritis  under  2 

! 

vears  of  age  

4.4 

6.1 

2.8 

4.2 

*( — ) signifies  that 

there  were 

no  deaths. 

Notifications — 

Rates  per  1,000  Civilian 

Population — 

Typhoid  Fever  

0.01 

0.01 

l 

0.01 

0.01 

Paratvphoid  Fever 

0.02 

0.02 

I 

0.01 

0.01 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever  ... 

0.05 

0.05 

| 

0.04 

0.06 

Scarlet  Fever  

1.38 

1.51 

! 

1.33 

1.42 

Whooping  Cough 

2.28 

2.48 

i 

2.05 

2.22 

Diphtheria  

0.28 

0.32 

0.31 

0.24 

Ervsipelas  

1 0.22 

0.25 

0.22 

0.27 

Smallpox  

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Measles  

1 3.92 

! 4.73 

1 

3.70 

7.35 

Pneumonia  

1 0.89 

1.02 

I 

0.74 

0.75 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  Births  (Live  and  Still)  : — 

(a)  Notifications— 

I 

I 

! 

! 

Puerperal  Fever  ( 

8.50 

10.35 

7.63  | 

\ 1.62 

Puerperal  Pvrexia  1 

! 

1 fS-68 

(b)  Maternal  Mortality— Eng.  & Wales  : — flncluding  Puerperal  Fever. 


No.  140 

No.  141 

No.  147 

Nos.  142-6 

Abortion 

Abortion 

Puerperal 

148-150 

with  Sepsis 

without  Sepsis 

Infections 

Other 

0.13 

0.06 

0.18 

1.06 

Abortion  : Mortality  per  minion  women  aged  15-45 — England  & Wales  : — 


No.  140  with  Sepsis.  No.  141  without  Sepsis. 
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+ Rates  per  1,000  total  population.  tPer  1,000  related  births, 
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